Food recruitment as a component of the trunk-trail foraging behaviour of Lasius fuliginosus (Hymenoptera: Formicidae).
Field investigations showed that the ant Lasius fuliginosus combines stable foraging behaviour based on long-term memory and spatial specialization with more flexible actions, based on food recruitment. The use of food recruitment varies according to the season and the type of food. Baits of meat or large prey elicited recruitment during the major part of the year, except in the autumn, while baits of sugar elicited recruitment only in early spring, before the aphid colonies developed. A permanent trunk trail was established after a recruitment towards a newly discovered and stable source of carbohydrate food. This happened in early spring when the food sources were scarce or when spring migrating aphids were produced.